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| SIGNIFICANCE OF DIGITIZATION IN PROTECTING
' ENDANGERED DOCUMENTS

N. Ganeshan

%e social history of communities can be traced and understood through past
records and documents. These documents recorded on paper, palm-leafs and copper
plates are endangered and destined to disappear in the near future due to neglected
conditions. These documents have social significance and historic value. Endangered
Archive Programme 458 (EAP458 — on-going project in French Institute of Pondicherry,
funded by British Library) has provided insights in tracing the social history of Tamil
agrarian community through identification and digitization of endangered documents
recorded in paper, palm-leafs and copper plates.

These documents relates to social relations, economic transactions, power
relations etc. Which reflects the social history of a particular community. Similarly the
social history of any community or interface with other community or issues can be
traced through identification and digitization of related documents available. Thus the
digitization process provides scope for understanding a community or issues of debate
through the identified endangered documents.

Digitization has been done for various official records to provide transparency,
knowledge-sharing, fast-retrieval and cost-effectiveness. Similarly digitization process
can be applied to protect the endangered documents which would contain specific
information related to the objective of the project. The value of a digitized records and
documents depends on the content, quality of digital image and security measures
taken to protect it from tampering and information loss.

The present paper will highlight the process involved in digitization of endangered
documents as applied for the EAP458 project which will be useful for replication.
The paper will detail the procedures, problems and limitations experienced in the
digitization process in terms of identification, collection, classification, organization,
digitization and retention.

S Speueor MBIE ~ 2013 5



. ailg Fips IFeTHI] OLAIGOTRIS@ETL

| LITHISTLILSE0 L@SLLILBBMevuUST LIRISeIn]

Q. & &gedt

gmasggﬂsw Slemeriss 2 Wilflormisend gCsm 6 euemaulld SMEOT  EUMLPHSHMHETEOT
SlemLwnenhisemet el GHHMeT 61560Tm Sdpssleomenr. Sleueunprer 2 ulfleormseflsd Spmriey
LemL &S LDevflsy EevT(pLd H6tT EUMLDHS SHLIMISENeT ShRSTHRICS el BF 61560TMHSHSTD6DT.

SHHLUMIGET HEHED, HE0EGULB, SLLLLD, HADuD, QEaIUILD QENEFFEIREET, 6T60TeMEDEDMLD
LebGeaum) [HlemeDsemeITs C1&TeToTIMHEEI60TMEDT. SeleuMmTeT SLILIMmIGewens CaaflHHL 6 Lb Sleunemmil
YemsLUL&&Hellsenensd Qsmeoor SOheuetoTlILGSHSID LewsLLLRIS6T ellehepneor euenIFslea@Ld
LDTeTOTEUT&6T Slnle) eueNT&FASGSLD [BLD (LPeUTGeuTnI eunphs eupeonpemmll UDMIS esHbHesmeTem
QILIBLD LIMRI&TS SlemLD&IDSI.

weofls 2 LpuGHuiled psalwpner unsmisefler seoflesHeremnin euMlbBSS H600T. SH6eU0TEI0IHE
Senevonuns BMD LewsLUULES &Helens SnDeONLD. SH6U0Tesored [BMD LUMTHESLD LIed SILFlsener
[GLDLDIT6D LDL(BGLD [HlemetT& gl LDSILPLPLRUILD. Sh60Ted Liem&LILILE &dH6X eLp6eDLD [HMTLD &6e)6torlLBSHSILD
YewmsluLLD 2 &G ungsg efuseLb.

L6 eugedm &LbS [HlsLpe sHemen SermiD BD &HeneusSGDILD 6T6TDTed SHNESE HNT6TOTLD
YemsLUUL&SHeICW ShGLD. LemsUuLshed cpeolb [BLD (peor@Georny SpeuetorLiL®ss el GFagerm
Lena&LLLSS60T cLpeoLd &ettmLd [BMLD J&&HGSLD LIQUITES LI6D EUIEONM)SH6T &ML SS6MTe 2 _6iTemeoT.

1959 &yLb SKettTB NWLIBMLD B IReoT L& Slewwflsat Guny asTESHSEUNS! HL g6t sLiefw
Gunpres s@mSUULLE. SGUNfled LD GLPHamS&6T SlDNEasTerTB QI U SeuTHELET 6dbH
60T GLPHEMSILD Shewl. EedeoNDed LGl O&MeTTIB QI UBSSH. OTUDSSled Lews &LpbSH
H0EUTSH SMLSFemW LewsUULLDNSG eTB5SH SBHEMILGU ussliflems QeuelilLg. Sibss sMid
LUMTLLENEDTEILIEDEOND QBEhsr(heE mEUSSHS. SlULemSLLLLD 2 608 BNB&6fed CLBLD SHTEsHms
gnUBsSSIWE. SUGUT (PpieysE eur SlLemsLLLLD 2 _n|gemerlng SdbhHSE.

SLOILDBTLIPE0T HemeDGHeWmeTl LUMMILLD SHeonFsnIHemnsl UHMLD Luflelid LDTEsoTeUTHEHEHS
BEIG6ITeN H6me0&Hen6LLD Ganaileb&semeriLiLD &60NFFTIRIGEM6MLLD LiehaLLL&aHailenls 61&meuor(®
Lem&LLLLD eT(BSSHIST60T LDMETOTEUTHEBSHESL LUMLLD [FL&SUILGEDS!.

Srnglwnedler ued LsLh aunm sHeuGrreilmisefled fsgeteoreunged AnULILLD OUNIEIMEI. SpevTmed
SleuGauneiimisemst &eiTm)| 6reUIMEILD LIMT&HS (LPIRWIMDED GHemaswns LBGEL srifweflssngi.

6 Il 6 werelnnfleys Gsmemne



eallugsne Uspeupn Sssereareunsed gellumss Sem LensluLssned LLGEL Sigeo
SDLILSEneNs STeToT(LPLIREIDS.

LLDMBISTE0S &H6eme0LIOLINIELEEMETILLD SDUmISemenD LensluLssddmel epeod  Sheuesord
Qsud Gung Siserr HeoflFfplLsener Wss HEOEOWILDNS [BMD &HT600T (LPRSIMS. LD HIm)
SpeUUT(BEHEBES (LPEOT QFHISHLILLL LDsMLEIT H6066ULBHEBLD HADLURSEBD al &6otm| &HL6d
sMHOTed ewunedle) SLpbg sneorlLGSleTmeor. SgGuned Seomiensuiled LeeuemsWTET SLSILD
SpEUCTTIRIBEBLD 2_6iTengl. Slemeuselflest 2 _600TemID HleweOWIneordl LeDsLLL  SheuetormhiselfleoT
ELPEOLDS 60T HTemenl Fh5&lulleor hob@l LweoTuLLGUTEDE!.

B (petTGeotnyaei el (BEFOFEOTMI6T6N 6UIEOMM), FLPHLD FMIHS LD QUMIBLE&6T BLOLSlenL Gl
2_6iT6Ne0T. Slem6) QEMEDFE 6L, HNEIGHSMET, OFLILULLLUILD, H60616ULB&6IT, QAIlLLD, HemeEOLIOLTIHL 6T
eTeuTm)| EUEMELILGBESHe0MD. EAP-458 &L LLD cLpeoLbns eupeonmHm| SheN6TOIRIGEmETL LiehaLLL S dhel
OHMILD SlewsF FMIHS QST MHILUS SHeEeT cpeobns SheustorlL@sHs SmLug SmiEs
SPIUIL55585!.

BME0F 8y LPevTed HMHBEET HemIHE 6UIHLD Blemeoulled Semeuset LD (BLD 6155H6W60T HTHMTET0T(BEHE
&G eTetTn)| MHleweuTés UMLLIL| 2 _600T(H. ShemEILTED She)6TUTHIGEMEITL LiehaLILL &&Hell eLpeoLd
ShEUETITLD QFUISHTED TSI 6UIHLD HEWEDLPEDDHEHHGL LILETLI(BLD 6Uemauiled SbheuetorLiL(BSHSLPLRW|LD.
LemsLILILMEISemeN LOl6tTeoTehFed cLpeLD 2 _60&SHHleD 266l SlemetTeUdhld &evTm| LMJsHs (pdlnsi.
Seieumm U euemsUTD LWSLILL ShEUCTIILD LD6OE CUNMDEEDHHGLD, 6UETTFASGSLD, GLITHLD
LRSS SHem&Dgl. erentGel LensluLssmall aublunss sulpyaefer erghdluwilbeeLd LeooTUTLBG&F
SlevTevTRIBEmET S)heU6ToTLILIBSSIGeUMLD.

S Speueor MBIE ~ 2013 7



| LIGRTEDLILI 3IT6V @60 IDMHMIID HTEHH OLAIMTIRISET -
; urrg]asrrggglm ug‘rrmrﬂggg]u)

. W& IS ST

UewtremLw &Moo wéseflest FHreflesenswb LT (Gé Snpisememyb uMgbufil  &6mned
eueNIFAemWL|LD ShevTble LDOHMILD eflEhEpnedr QueTIFFemw|d FPSMUW FpLpedGHemerjd LmHm
asflelless &nigw Sifle)l OULLSMIGETTSU LLPMRIGTED 66med LDOHMID &MHS EhEUCTITRIGET
FBLDEIOTDEDT. LILPRISTESSId SIFetoTbeneraer, Cameledselr, FLwl LDLMI&ET, Sedaillimeryaerieor
BeveomiselT, (PHETED Sips SlFlsnflaafieor Seveomise PpoHedlil SLmiseled SmevoriLlL LIeoiTemL L
S}EUETTTRIS6T 6UTM)| LML SIHS| HT0SMIEET LDHMILD SIIFRISTLSIWSmIS6T GuneiTp SLmiselled
GuetoTLIL_ BeUdHELNSS  HMEUOILPLRElDTDSG. S55ma SLmsefsd Smevorlu@LD — LeviTemLul
SpeUETTTRIBEmET SeuTemml SHemedLPedDUiletTy LIWetTL(BESSISaSM6TeNg LDL(BLDEDEOITLDED 6TEIT&HMen
SHEWEOLPeDDUTEOTHLD LWETLUBSSILD euemsuied Sleumemmil (pemmwinal Guetofll LMgISTLLE! eTeoTUS
[BLD GQEUEI6UMIHEUIHEWLIL HEWEOWIML SHLEMLDUITELD.

SpEUCTTIRIGEMENL  LMGISTSEGLD Levoflullement GLDMOETETEBLOELNE ShEUCTITRISGET  6TSH60TTED
ungl&EsLLBGEETDET  6Te0TLemS b eHIesNeTeus SeuAWDNHDS. L6TTTemLW  Sh6U6TOTRISEIT
MEUSBLILIL(B6ITET  S5LPemed  SllPLILIEDL LTSS EHT00TEL.  OhEUETONRIGET LMSIILISGETeNTE60TmeoT.
euNgIeUT&SS SHTeu] OLNIBLES6MSEES BIHSLILGLD QENEFFHEUIESET LDDHMILD SNHGE FHeupH6T LeSE.
Geugl pmId 2_uiliflwed snyevofllsenmed LTHIILSGS6TETTES6TTMEDT.

Q6WEd LDHMILD SMHS SheUTRIBEBEGL LTSl gnUBSSID LeydHs snrevoiser, Geuglp
snyevofleet, 2 _ulliflued snyevoflssT Seunenm cUEHSBLILBSHSISED.

Qemed LDHMILD &M&élH Sheuetor LIMDHLTD QIPSEESSOHSHSD LLPHISTED LDOHMILD SHNHSTED
QsMOImILUBIGemeTL  LWeTUBSS  Sheletmsenhs® gnuBld undllenus SBLUSDHESTET
suPlpemmsemenLiLD, LNSLLDEeiTenTeoT Speuetormibenen GOa@ILD UNHLLSES6TENENS euensuiled
S56GS5SIL LFTFlLSDSMNE0T eULSlLPeDDEEMEMILILD &6UoTL1S6D.

GnaettiL eupemmaenen elenésons aleuflés puweddng Sesl GemD.

8 Il 6 werelnnfleys Gsmemne



. FFIDSFHIF AHBIDBGHG I FLBFFralIgBaerLl
‘ urrg]asrrggglm, @g,manruu@ggglm

G&. FlauscaTpsgmgm

hop wessausHar o wipmewns efeTRiGUEDE SOLDLDGESSIE TLEFEFEURGETTELD.
WPDH&ETSS HHHemeusILiTaeT feHamneusglil HTeO&EEMETILLD, LDIHSHSIeULPenDHem6TLLD e®s6fled
68 MEUSHTILETT SleUDeDME HMESHSHHSHS &neod Lipglueotrevoiil (LI GSHSE) UNHIBTHSILD
GUIBGIGTEN6OTIT. 19 ShLD HIHMTETUTIZED HMESISLILIMEUENEIT SM(LPHLOTEITENSS CSMLBHS el (LPSHILD
up&sLd LipliLpuing BleotmGumiellL gl eerGel, SNHBMOSHSID HTTOIHEEMLESGLD L (BESH6UREET
wreyb 150 - 200 SHeoTIBHEBESLD (PHULLenaULTSEEUIL6TENET. SDEMSSED el LpgIGeumiT
eT6UdHLD BeviT. FBHemen eUTALGUNIBLD Si(HEmLDWINTESE6UW6TETEDTIT.

(b &BMESHFD SHLOLPLDHSSIE QEmE0FsalE6T Ledeonuiigsseooreadlsd SmhsGundlalbd, f&s
smeusdluinseileor Sfrsems. LUiDmeEEes &n®ss elEuns SererolGUTeEd, SLbHS cLPeoTm)
SHEFNUSHIBEHHES GLoeons SmIE HenLaUnm 2 6Bl WHsLD Gunestn snyevormiseflermed snHEUNS
oo Spuilpsaecrossnss Gnéll GumiellLer. SleuDMIGTEBLD &euollFLDmeaTene) FeeMSSILD,
(PP BIHSILD FlFle0LD6mL 5 SI(LPET6T6DT.

Be6i1BauBEsaUEeT SHeoflliLLLeuseflpLd, Heo minesmisefaibd, seoflwnit BlemeowmissflaLd
GCriss emeusslLL(BeTeneor. &ewey OUGLOLUTLD &TLAL  eunmennaGey  SeuaiLmisefsd
o _eiTerment.

wmplunesorll  LebBeme&HEDEL  Lggner  mneossHed  CesMes  emeusslLLBeTer
207 gL@FsauEsefled 102 gLEBFSEUESET SLLDLDHSSIEUSSILEOT  CISTLITLTEOTENEULITHS
&MeUoTLIL(BEUTDErT. Slaumedn SlRUUEDLWNSS 6&TeTB  ShImUSIL 55, Seomiensuieisier
SLILDLDIESHGI6Y TLBFsapsemenL Leoteudpd cpeorm) Lifleyserfled SlLsseond

1. FIDPSSIF FlHSHLDIHSSIEUHTE0HET.
Bemen Bemiensuigeten fesemeusgliisenmed SwnHDLLL HSsemeusSL HTdSETTELD

2. epearefbel &55eneusEInBTeOs6.
Bemeu 5zisemd, OseTelbHIWw snausSSisemnad eiWsULLG, SEIE aUpsSlilmHs
[RITEO&HETMTGLD.

3. BEMHEUWT g&Ib GHIUILULLMDED eneuSSIILpemDE6T 6T(LPSLLILBETEN L (BEFSEUIQEET.
Bemeu Beomiens, SHHE 55 DBSSEUHTO&MOBHIID. SO €&THS SlEILCIE
&6MedlBBSILD 6T(LpSHlemeussLILLL eneun@Ld. 8&sensW gL BFseupsGer SiFlsenelsd 2_aiemeor.

B Spe160or LOMHIG — 2013 9



861Gl BFsaugsafied 2 siTen s LDHSHleUHTeOH6MeD SiFSed GeuafliLmesremeu|d 2 evor®.
83i616mT SIF&HEUNHETLD gD JL(BFs6UEs6lld 2 _DRiflE O1&60ITRIHSELD HIMDSEBLD 261

anesarCey g@seflefipng SiEfed ugllfsslul L uppnsGssr emeusSID, QFsITEFSssT
meuSFIILD GUNETD FLP&HSHIF HBHS LDHSSI6N HTESET L TevoTphmeneunsGey Lgllilesiul BeTereor
elevTlem® Sleupempll uilss udiundfiuneCer  gnmi&esTeroTBeiTenevNT. (FouseutTLpsTTEgT
: 1993 : 29) uppns@ssr eneuSHILHTEONEoTH 12000 UNLeD&EmeNLLD, FsITFGsFaT emeusHSiL
[HT60ME0TEl 4000 LIMLeD&EMETLD Q\&mesorBeTensns SumbmiLlGeTengnss snluGElern GungleLd
Sleupmyer Heo ShulgLd LUML_ed&Gem SiFSled QeuaToUBSI6TETeT. SIFHILDLBLDEUTHI SiFHled Q6ueaTleunbSisTen
@nmevserled Lied Heumsend SLLb aubmieTerer. eTer@el, Sbmeoserfleor SiFdled uFllEsLuLg
Led LGZlse BevTetnpLd gL BES6pH6IED 2 _siTement.

WIMLPLILIMETOTL  LIb&6men&HsLDS HTedsSHlaeTer 19 Shb Sess glBFseuguilsd LTgnsCssy
emeusFd - sHHICITS Mlenerssled uFlbGSULLTS LD LML6D&EBLD, LIMEDEUTSHLLD 6r6oTenD
gl emeuSFWHTOUSD smeoOTULLTS — SIBHIQGSMW Feo  UMLed&EHLD
snevorLL(B&EleuTen. 102840 Sess gLBssauguiled 6ssITsbssr emeusdl HTEIDGMALgILD
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QUMEBETTSNT, Spflled SNHEEMHIHEBHE ThU SEFPSMUSHD gnUBLD LDMHDHIGENETLLD TBSHSIH
SNBSS 2_6iTeme0r. LEToTUML (B [HlemeureysBemend SLOLPET [F600TL&TeLD OLNHSS c06USSHBELD
SHEUTEMLD BLIPLE SpLDEDSHEHHES 2 _600T(B. SHEUIMed IH FLPSHMUSHT LewiUnL(B 6UTeMHenD
ONGE OBMETEUSHD HLIQLEF &LPEO&H6T (&SI UMIG 6usGEsSleiiment. oILaIfle &LipLF &nLped
eTeuTemILDBLINGI Sigi LyLeuLILmeT 2_WIGRsE Tl asHammle sl gLpedsenemLb (Classical Built
Environment), sngnpeoor LD&&EH&EE 2l LoILeULSlE &1L & & LDeD&em6NILILD QEHRICH GMsEIDE!.
L5l SleTTTEMLDGHSITELD EUDT 2 606 SlenallID dnl, QFHOBNS HLIgL & S5Lped&Eem LetoTUM. (B
B(HEYEOMRIGENTES QBMETENUIULB ShUlesES 2 _fETanEalD, SheletUUBGSSS SHEHBETUNER|LD
SHSLUULG 6UHSHE. SOmenss SHOIDT LGHH6Msd LLPenLDWNT 6SHEBEMS SLIpLEF & LDEdS6IT
gmSSMLD Sedemen 6160TeONMD. EG60TTeD SEMRlenss SLIILDT LIStoTLNL (B 6uTeNhHemn Shlie)] QFieusled
sLILF gspedselfletr UM (WPpHDTeEGe Sedeonbed SmHdHs. 1960&6lfled 2 eodlesr LevoTUML G
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PRATTDG!.
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